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LOCATION OF FOURTR CREEK CONGREGATION
i77%

{James Dobbing

[+
0
Tho! uire

From the oid house to dbraham [rvin's
south «dmules end I poles, frem the seme

to Robt Bayd * iimues and

20 my and poles tatal N-§
I 14 poi

me o poies

Y2mi 22poles

Imi & 1ipeles rorth of the old house
15 the center N-5

From a mule north of the old house to John Dokbing

* ey
) to Alen dlgxgnder =

r8mules and 0 poles, from the same plgcd west

12 mules IS8 poles

+8 - 3

2
Toral 20 mi 248 poles

& Y20me 248 poles
[ 10 124 »

QQ - = a0 -
E 2mL 3k poles west of one mus and lipales

¢

° rorth of the old hoyse s the center of the congregation

& From the Zmee.rm;; House Follow the dorted ltne north it it
Fe

as cresses the easl-west line,

then follow the west dotted lne

o two miies and thwrty-four poles gnd you arrwe gl the
§
30 center of the congregation.

(Az the Meeting House' Statesvulle was locgted wn 1730, The Cowrt House
of [redell County, N €

TRANSCRIPT OF A

MAP oF FOURTH CREEK

CONGREGATION

BY WILLIAM SHARPE , E5Q.
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Mills Reviews Role
Of Music In Church

By CHARLES E, MILLS

I joined the choir of First Pres-
byterman church in 1882 when I
was 20. At that time, as I re-|
cail, the chow was composed of'
Mrs. 1. C. Cowles, Mrs. Julia!
Fawcett, AMiss Eva Allison, Miss,
Julia Stocklon, Miss Emily Bell,!
Miss Ehzabeth Brady, Miss Lou-!
ise Hall, Miss Annie Wilfong, Miss
Mary Lizzie Cowles, D. A. Baker,
J. P’. Burke, James McLeland, J.
B Woods, Francis Siephenson and |
T. J. Witherspoon.

Mrs., H. C. Cowles was leading
soprano many vears during the pas-
torate of Dr. W, A. Wood. Mary
Gage Walton (Mrs. J. F. Carlton)
was leading soprano for 35 years,
Mrs. Thomas B. Spencer was so-
prano soipist and leader several
vears, AMiss  Annie L. Parker
(Mrs. H. 0. Stecle}, Miss Ger-
trude Robbins {Mrs. M. C. Wood).
Miss Ruth MceDonald (Mrs. W C.
Current) and Aliss Ella Anne Dav-
ies (Mrs Charles E  Mills), all
voice teachers at Aliichell colicge,
were leading sinzers,  3rs. AL P
Steele and Mrs. ¥ M. Land were
leaders in chow work many years,
also many others.

Some recent directors of the
choir were E. B, Stimson. F. S.
Snuth, Miss Margaret Sloan (Mrs.
Muse), Mrs. Thomas B, Speneer
and Mr. and Mrs. Franklin Riker.
Singe 1943 Miss Rosa Walls has
been director of the chor and
Miss Gladys Stephens has been or-
ganist smee 1934,

Others who have been arganists
at the church within my recollec-
Logn:  Mrs, Anme B, Cowan, who
played for a church dedication 1
1870; Miss Betlie Sharpe, Miss
Belle Houston, M:iss Linda Rum-
pley Miss Williams, Aliss Missel-

upon the tides of time to those
heaventy regions where the dis-
cords ol hfe are resolved into the
harmonies of the peace of Goog

The present organ, dedicated
July 26, 1923, was built by Casa-
vant Bros.. St. Hyacinth, Canada.
It was dedicaled 1o the memory
of James Columbus Sizcle and Dora
Montgomery Steele (a gift of their
children).

“Ths organ was built by French
Canadians, and contains 32 speak-
ing slops and 2,230 pipes. Its ims
dividual tonalily and special voice
siructure are outslanding features
— and 1l is amply supplied with
pleasing variety of solo stops of
much beauty and dignity and is,
also, resourcelul as an ¢ -hestral
or cnsemble wnstrument  The harp
and cciesta st o, containing 61 hars,
was built by Deagan of Chicago,
and purchased through Casavnt
Brethers as a seporate unit to the
matn organ and mechanically ar-
ranged for ihe purpose of obiains
ing a unitied remstration — and
is mlended as an embellishment
the wvarious siops that are of
blending timbre qualily — there-
fore producing a quality of musie
both pleasing and dignified.”

Musie has always appealed to
the soul of man and is a significant
gift of those whom he loves best,
This beautiful spirit is {ully mani-

i fested by four bronze plagues in

the ~hyrch-

1925 — The organ In this church
is lovinglv dedicated to the service
of God i1 memory of James Cg
umbus Steele and Dora Montzoil-
erv Stecle and is the gift of their
children.

The chimes within this organ are
lovingiv dedicated to -the memory
of Ardrey W. Barringer, January
18. 1946, by his wife, Frances Bar-

dine, Miss Jennie Culver, MiSs|pinger, and children, Sue Bettie,
Mary Cowles, Miss Louise Hall,, Maraovet, and Ardrey W. Barring-
W. P, Bell, Miss Jessic Fowler.|or. Jy. i

Dr. Ayers, Miss Louise Siddall.;  The harp and celesta unit in the
Miss Mary Scott, Miss Rac Gill.} proan is lovinely dedicated by
Mrs. Cully. G. H. Cartiedge, Prof | charles E. Mills :

karel Bondam, native of Holland
who was o1ganist of the church for |
many vears and dueclor ol Mitchell
college musie department; AMiss
Loz Scerogzs, E. B, Stimson, Miss |
Margaret Sloan, F. S, Smith. Hamry
Lee Knox. Miss Rosa Watls and
Hobart  Whitman.

A writer of note has said ibat
“the organ 13 one conlmuing volee
I a chureh.  Preachers, singers
and congregations come and go but
the wrgan 1s always there awalting
enly the musician'’s touch {0 bring
18 message to the human soul
1t wali volee the joy of the bride
as she approaches the altar: it will
comfort the sorrowing as they fol-
low thewr dead; it will be jubilant
wilh us 1n our victories, hearien
us i our defeats, and bear us ounl

the donor, i
the memory of his wife, Lula
Mills, Aprit 4. 1940.

The chimes in the church were
crected by 00 W, Slane as a iri-
bute of love and appreciation to
his parents, John E. and Anna C.
Slane, 1924,

CAT IN CHURCH

“While JMrs H. C Cowles was
plaving {he organ. she noficed her
kiften had loliowed her to service,”
reeaile O B Mills T wasg del d
gated to take it out. I hig |
under mv long {rock coat, but it’s
tail stuck ont.  Dr. Wood sfood
astde. sivine me room.  The cat
yvawned and cavsed some laughter
during the churech how, while I
was pulling it ouf the back door
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Shown above is a view of First Presbyterian Chureh as it is to-
day. 200 years of constant progress have resulted in one of the largest
and most beautiful churches to be found in this area. Sunday First Pres-
byterian Church is celebrating its 200th Anniversary.

Attend The Pageant Sunday Night
Depicting This Chureh’s 200-Year History

Statesville Manufacturing Co.

Architectural Millwork and Building Materials
T

i
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By NANCY B. ELIASON i

Pioneer Fourth Creck womcen,
worked for therr church in clean-
-ang and beawtifying its lawn and
burying ground. They planted
boxwoods and myrtle abave their
beloved dead. These under }earsi
of care and proteclion flourished to’
become large beaulllul specimens,
coveted by many of thewr own
people and admired hy o cryone. |

The women atiended all meet-|
mgs, using therr lalents lor musie,
and the lcaching of their chuldren
im the chuich and al home. i

The first Foreien Missionary so-|
ciety was organised by Mrs 1T W,
Grant and Miss Margaret Mifchell
on November 2, 1875, - Miss Emel-
1@ MeGibvary (Mr. R W 0nn)
wis presuient and Miss Margaret
Mitchell was clected -etretary-
ticasurer. a jobh she held for 2f
years, In her wel-hepl muinute
bhooks, 18 names were lisled as
chailer menmbets.
Tlall and Mys M
two of these 18 charter meombers

In 1881 AMiss Lou Graham was
president,

tuted and added substantially to
their total gifts. In 1902 childien's
mite boxes were being  opened
along with them.

The Auxiliary then orgarized 1n-
to cirele~. This was the hirst chur-
ch n Statesuille to adopt the cir-

Then, alonz with olher Preshy.
terian  churches,  ihe  ausliary

of the Church, Fust Preshyieran
church, Statesville
heen a line of fine officers
H 1T King s the mesent officer

were

The Ladies Md seciety, orcamz.
ed on 1884 waith irs, 1.0 Hannll,
Mrs M R, Adams, Mrs. Kaic
White and  otbers o  president;
Mesdames D. A dller B F.
Long and other secretaries and
treasurers

In 1904 Mhss Mitchell was civen
one assislant scerctary because
her eyes were failing.  Mys, Car-
e Rarringer Watls. 3hiss Mitch-
ell died October 26. 1903

Mre. J A Seott, r. was prest-
dent an 1396, with Mrs Wails azam
sceretary and ticasurer. In Janu-
ary, 1906, ihe society oined the
Missionary union, By 1908 all the
women's societies began holding
Joint meetings.

In 1912 prayer cireles were dis-
cussedd,

In 19414, the Home and Foreion
Missionary ewreles united, with Mrs,
M. R. Adams president. The auvxi-
liary plan was adopted

The Home Mission Sociely was
organized in 1892 by Miss Jane

Caldwell. She was elected its first

Pioneer Women Active

In Work Of Church

Mrs, W F.i
C Wood were

In 1880, mie boxes were 1asti-

cle method of meclings, Peher who Iived in the C. E. Mills

adopted the name of the Women ~“Pump” and asked, “Would vou

There have' 30u lessons”"
s 1 *Would T like fo go io Heaven®”

Other early women’s sovicties canist and pulsianding musician 1n

s 11 could run home.

president, lt's objective was to
work for the mission schools 1 the|
mountain region — Banner Elk|

Spruce Pine and Plumiree were
newly opened schools in charge of
Rev. Edgar Tults and others

Tadies Union Temperance So-
ciety was orgamzed 1n 18584 1n con-
nection wilth olher denominations.
Of the officers of Lhe {emperance
spcicty, Muwses Low Graham, Lou-
1se Hall and Ielen Walts belonged
to Fust Presbytenan church. Brs.
B A Willhs, Mrs. M. C Coone
and Miss Mary Anderson  were
members of the Method:sl church,
nnw Broad Street Methodist chur-
ch.

E. B.Stimson
Pumped Organ
For Lessons

It was on the old Neiman church
orzan E B. Stimson slarted his
cavecr. His Tather wished him to
hecome a pofessional or business
man angd felt argan lessons were
not for lus son  Howeser, E. B,
expressed his desire to Miss Tou-
1se Suddal, a Milchell college lea-

“home.
" She offered hom lessons ofF he'tdl

pump oy me te plav if I'd gne
His answer was,

1 He hecame an accomplished or-

“our communiy,

|
'

' Boy Impressed
By Church

i By HERBERT MORRISON

I Coming to Staiesville as a teen-
,ager an Fehiuaiy of 1897 — helore
tihe daxs of paved strects — I can
Frecall many customs now almost
I forzatten,

! But the one most lasting impress-

on was the Furst  Presbyterian
i church with the jate Dr W. A,
- Woed of saintly memory as the
pastor and many nf the older gen-
eration in therr aceustomed places.
Among these were the Rockwells,
‘1110 Steeles, the Sherrills, the Hills,
the Bradv family and the Stim-
50115

As ihe years go by, we can

53y, “We love thy chureh, O Lord.”

-

A Sunday moerning walk te the “preaching station” was fraught with danger as you can see
from the apprebenson in mananer of this litthe group. The hoy in the center looks as though an
owl's hoot would send him runming  Scene 11 of the Fourth Creek Pageant makes this danger be.
lievable as Indians attack the setllers whe are cutting and laying logs for their cabins.

In the cast of characters for this scene will be a number of entive families and a group of
boss playing the parts of Indians: Bobby Crawford. John Montgomers. Bobby Wilhelm, Malcome Cam-
eron, Nathan Moore, Bobby McLeod, Gray Lewis and Tommy Slane.

Help Celebrate The Bicentennial
Attend The Pageant Sunday, 7:30 P.M.

Holland Realty & ‘Morlguge Co..

“leadgnariers For Real Estale and Mortgage Loany”
230 W, Broad St.

Tel, 3100
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